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Abstract

The school library is an integral component of the educational process.  The librarian,
together with the library services, books and resources enable students to be critical thinkers
and effective users of information.  Here, in the elementary and high school level of education, is
where the habit of reading and love for learning is developed and nurtured.  Libraries
particularly those in public schools where majority of our student population are enrolled,
should be strengthened.  It is within this premise that the study was conceived.

The study was undertaken to look into the present condition of public elementary and
high school libraries and library services in Baguio City and Benguet province.  Specifically, the
research aims to know if there are libraries in all public elementary and high schools in Baguio
City and Benguet; if librarians are available to service the reading and information needs of the
students and teachers; what library materials are available to students and teachers; how often
are materials updated; whether library materials are adequate for student and teachers; and
what library programs and services are available to students and teachers. A questionnaire
which librarians and teacher-librarians answered was floated.  A follow-up interview and survey
of the physical facilities and collection was conducted. A total of 97 school libraries were
surveyed.

It was found out that not all public elementary and high schools in Benguet province
have libraries.  Of the 227 complete elementary schools and 43 high schools in Benguet, a little
over half have libraries. In the City of Baguio, 30 of the 36 complete elementary schools have
libraries and all high schools have libraries.  All public elementary school libraries in Baguio
City and Benguet province do not have librarians.  For the high school level, of the 18 high
school libraries only 2 have full time licensed librarians.  In Benguet province, only 4 of the 13
high school libraries surveyed have full time librarians. Libraries that do not have librarians are
manned by teachers who are designated as teacher-librarians and who work part-time in the
library.  Majority of the teacher-librarians are not knowledgeable on the work of a librarian.

Majority of public school libraries do not purchase library books and materials as they
do not receive budget from the Department of Education or from the school. Consequently,
library books and materials are updated only through donations.  Because libraries do not have
budget, there are libraries that do not have dictionaries, encyclopedias, almanacs, atlases, and
other reference materials.  Sixty four libraries do not subscribe to newspapers.  Only a few have
computers for student encoding and Internet access. The study was not able to determine the
adequacy of library materials since the libraries do not have an inventory list of materials.



Since majority of the libraries are manned by teacher-librarians who do not have units in
library science, only the following services are implemented by more than half of the libraries:
library periods; however, majority of the teacher-librarians’ concept of library period is opening
the library during recess/lunch time so students can read and research; book displays; however,
their concept of book display is merely shelving books prominently so the book spine can be
read.  Circulation services are mostly implemented in school libraries.  Services like allowing
books to be brought home, opening the library during class hours; opening the library before
and after classes in the mornings and afternoons and during lunch break.

The findings depict the sorry state of public elementary and high school libraries in
Baguio City and Benguet.  Urgent actions need to be done to improve public school libraries.
The commitment of the government, especially with regard to budget allocation, is pivotal in as
much as libraries depend on budget to exist and survive.  The government should also provide
librarian items for all school libraries to make our libraries more functional and to ensure that
library services that are geared toward encouraging students to read and be discerning users of
information, are implemented.


